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Putting Learning Into Practice



The prompt:

Briefly explain a theory or process from contemporary 
scholarship related to pedagogy, assessment or academic 
leadership and expand upon how you would utilize the 
scholarship to improve systems at MCC.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Briefly explain a theory or process from contemporary scholarship related to pedagogy, assessment or academic leadership and expand upon how you would utilize the scholarship to improve systems at MCC.



Putting Learning Into Practice
Using internships to apply and reinforce learning, build community partnerships, and 
ease students’ transitions into the work force

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Briefly explain a theory or process from contemporary scholarship related to pedagogy, assessment or academic leadership and expand upon how you would utilize the scholarship to improve systems at MCC.Why I chose this: I chose this because experience in learning is essential. Formal education can help students develop habits of learning, but by experiencing learning in context, in a volunteer or a paid position, students can apply what they know and stretch their critical thinking skills as well as start to adapt to specific contexts they may be investigating as careers. During an educational trip I took to the Netherlands in May 2017, I learned about the Dutch college system, which utilizes internships with their students across four years of college. (insert details from Noemi’s email)We’re already doing this here:Nursing clinicals: observing Mary CaDavidPracticum for Early Childhood Education students: working on the mock interviews and working with students to adjust their resumes



Internships
Disciplines within our 
Education, Career and 
Technical Education division 
are not the only fields that have 
opportunities for educational 
internships.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re talking about expanding this here at MCC, and focusing on the ECTE programs: it’s part of the Strategic Enrollment Management Plan in the “progression” section.But I feel that this is something Arts and Sciences, and particularly Humanities and Social Sciences, shouldn’t be left out ofIt’s something we’re doing in HSS: we have a radio internship (talk about this here)And something we could certainly do across the division:Anthropology & SociologyHistory/Political Science/EconomicsPsychologyEnglish/ReadingModern LanguagesMusicArtSpeech/Film/JournalismPhilosophy

http://midwestarch.net/
http://midwestarch.net/


Some connections are easy to make
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Presentation Notes
We’re talking about expanding this here at MCC, and focusing on the ECTE programsBut I feel that this is something Arts and Sciences, and particularly Humanities and Social Sciences, shouldn’t be left out ofIt’s something we’re doing in HSS: we have a radio internship (talk about this here)And something we could certainly do across the division:Anthropology & SociologyHistory/Political Science/Economics: https://mchenrycountyhistory.org/PsychologyEnglish/ReadingModern LanguagesMusicArtSpeech/Film/JournalismPhilosophy



And some connections are more difficult
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We’re talking about expanding this here at MCC, and focusing on the ECTE programsBut I feel that this is something Arts and Sciences, and particularly Humanities and Social Sciences, shouldn’t be left out ofIt’s something we’re doing in HSS: we have a radio internship (talk about this here)And something we could certainly do across the division:Anthropology & SociologyHistory/Political Science/EconomicsPsychologyEnglish/ReadingModern LanguagesMusic (Beethoven)ArtSpeech/Film/JournalismPhilosophy (Socrates)



For less tangible 
connections…

…we can bring our students 
(back) into the classroom.
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We can set up teaching internships for our students who are studying subjects for which there are not easy, tangible connections to a job market: jobs like philosophy, music, or creative writing. For these students, we can set up these teaching internships as independent studies: students will work alongside a teaching mentor/faculty member, they will get the “behind the scenes” experience of planning lessons, lectures, and presentations, of writing assignments, of assessing student work, of managing a classroom, and of being a master (apprentice) of the subject matter. 



Internships can

• Clarify a student’s career path

• Equalize opportunity across socioeconomic levels

• Apply a context for application and critical thinking

• Teach students “soft skills”

• Build professional relationships for students and for MCC

• Help students transition from college to career

(Divine et al., 2007)
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It also gives students opportunities to build their resumeSoft skills of how to work with others; how to function in a work environment



And teaching internships can

• Change students’ perspectives on learning

• Create opportunities for peer mentorship and modeling

• Has been shown to have “solidified career decisions based on a second 
exposure to the content” (pp. 114)

• Give students more agency in their education

(Hemmerich et al., 2015)
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Using peer modeling is an excellent way for students to learnStudents can apply “teaching in their future careers” (pp. 114)“I feel I can take a more active role in my education” (pp. 123)The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire Communication Sciences and Disorders, 31 participants, undergraduate students
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And an article for further reading: https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/06/opinion/john-deweys-vision-of-learning-as-freedom.html?_r=1&module=ArrowsNav&contentCollection=Opinion&action=keypress&region=FixedLeft&pgtype=articleLearning as Freedom by Michael Roth



What more 
would you like 
to know?

About the presentation?
About me as a candidate?
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